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PRINCIPAL News & Announcements 
 

Dear Parents: 
 
It has been another exciting week at St. Benedict School.  The entire community is thrilled that we are 
moving forward with construction on the Great Outdoor Learning Center.  We have already had the PreK 
playground removed and are in the process of getting the large storage container removed.  We have 
signed a contract with a contractor who will be grading the clearing and the space and installing split rail 
fencing.  Mrs. Guido and I are also speaking to pond companies to get that aspect installed before winter. 
It will be amazing to see the transformation of this land into something innovative. 
 
I had a great experience this week with a second grader.  As many of you know I am a big baseball fan 
and a bigger New York Yankees fan.  As the baseball playoff got underway, the Yankees ended up playing 
the Houston Astros in the second round.  One day leading up to the series, Christian Dunn approached me 
and said, “The Yankees are going down!”  I was a bit surprised and said, “Let’s make a bet!”  We agreed 
that the loser would have to wear a shirt of the winning team.  Needless to say the Yankees lost and this 
week I paid up on my bet to Christian.  I would have liked the Yankees to win, but seeing Christian so 
happy and proud made up for it.  SBS teachers pride themselves on providing a high quality Catholic 
Education, but also make their days fun and memorable for the students.  I will not forget my bet with 
Christian.  I also look forward to watching all of our students smile and create wonderful memories at St. 
Benedict School. 
 
We are collecting Thanksgiving food for the less fortunate.  We are asking for nonperishable items that 
can brighten and ease the financial burden of the holidays.  St. Benedict School prides itself with its 
philanthropy and generosity.  Thank you to Mrs. Delgado for her diligence and commitment to this cause. 
Finally, thank you to all of you for donating.   
 
The new items for the Rebel Rack are starting to arrive.  They look awesome!  Mrs. Ulrich and I are 
confident our families will love the new items.  We feel they will make wonderful Christmas gifts.  We will 
release more details shortly…stay tuned. 
 
Finally, Ms. Reddan’s class, in conjunction with the seventh grade, ran an election for President this past 
week.  Congratulations to Fromage the Cow on a hard fought victory. 
   
Enjoy your weekend, 
 
Kevin Donahue 

 

 



 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 
FILING FOR DIOCESAN TUITION ASSISTANCE FOR 2020-2021 

The Tuition Assistance Applications for the 2020-2021 school year will be available on November 1, 
2019.  You will be able to access the application through the link on the SBS website under 
PARENTS - FINANCIAL INFORMATION - FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE. 
The application is open on 11/1/19. 
The Round 1 Deadline is 2/21/20. 
The Round 2 Deadline is 5/15/20. 
  
For additional information, please see the attached flyer.  It is also posted in the Weekly Packet. 

 
● MORNING DROP-OFF PLEASE READ 

When dropping off in the morning, rain or shine, please have your child exit the vehicle regardless 
of your position in the chute.  There are unnecessary delays in morning drop-off because students 
are not exiting the car and waiting until they reach the first spot.  Also, if you decide to park in the 
main parking lot and need to re-enter the chute line, please do so by exiting the parking lot and 
re-enter from Hillcrest Road.  Cars should not be cutting into the formed lines.  Thank you in 
advance for your cooperation in this matter. 

● GIVING TUESDAY 
On December 3rd, 2019, Catholic schools from across the Diocese of Trenton are participating in 
Giving Tuesday, the global day of charitable giving that follows Thanksgiving, Black Friday and 
Cyber Monday. Giving Tuesday is a day of charity that fosters connection and generosity which 
helps you bring real change to your community.  100% of the monies raised through this 
campaign will go directly to the Catholic school that you specify in your donation. Help support 
our Catholic Schools this Giving Tuesday by sharing your resources; a donation to the Catholic 
school of your choice, pledging to volunteer your time at a school, or sharing a prayer in support 
of Catholic education! Visit www.LeadinFaith.org to learn more and show your support! 

● A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THE ST. BENEDICT CLASS OF 1977 
The 1st Graders would like to send a special "Thank You" to all of you.  It was so very generous of 
you to purchase the Phonics Learning  Set to help us learn to read, and the Magnetic Building Set 
to help us use our imagination in STEM projects!  Go Rebels!  Love from 1A and 1B students. 
Mrs. D'Amore and Ms. Fredda, too! 

● EDP - The AfterCare program is asking for donations of used tennis balls.  Kindly drop off at the 
school office.  Thank you. 

● JACKETS AND HOODIES - Now that the weather is cooler, please label all jackets and hoodies 
with your child’s name.  It will make it much easier to find its owner when left behind. 

● BUILDERS CLUB THANKSGIVING COLLECTION 
The SBS Builders Club will be collecting food for Thanksgiving.  Please bring in any food items, 
and help make a family served by the St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry’s Thanksgiving dinner 
better.  The collection will run until Wednesday, 11/27.  Thank you for your generosity. 

● SCRIP REMINDER: Save on tuition with SCRIP retailer gift cards.  Learn more here. 
● YEARBOOK RECOGNITION ADS - Click Here 

Attention to all 8th grade families, it’s time for yearbook ads!  
Dear Parent or Student, 
Yearbook recognition ads are a great way for parents, families, and friends to commemorate 
student achievements and important milestones.  In addition, revenues from recognition ads help 
our school to create a better yearbook.  To purchase your ad online, follow the instructions on the 
form below. Jostens is managing your school's yearbook ad sales so please do not contact or 
send materials to the school.  Please take into account our school's ad content guidelines on the 
bottom of this form during the creation of your ad online.  All ad orders must be placed online by 
12/1/19.  NO LATE ADS WILL BE ACCEPTED!  

 

https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/14952/documents/2019/10/FACTS%20FLYER%202019-2020%20for%202020-2021.pdf
http://www.leadinfaith.org/
http://www.leadinfaith.org/
https://school.stbenedictholmdel.org/scrip
https://jostensyearbooks.com/?REF=A05111000


 

● YEARBOOK EARLY BIRD SPECIAL - The early bird sale for yearbooks is for PreK through 7th 
grade, all are welcome to buy a yearbook at the lowest price of the year.  The 8th grade families 
DO NOT need to purchase a yearbook!  Click Here 

● VIRTUS Training Class - There will be a full Virtus Training class on Thursday, January 9, 2020 in 
the FAL.  Please go to www.Virtus.org to register. 

● There will be a Virtus Retraining Class on Thursday, January 16, 2020 in the FAL at 6:00 PM. This 
class is for all those volunteers who were originally trained prior to the year 2015.  Please also go 
to www.virtus.org to register.  Please contact the School Office if you have any questions. 

● GRACE Yankee Candle Sale orders are expected to be ready for pickup on Monday 11/11/19.   
An email will be sent to confirm exactly when they will be ready.  Thank you for your support! 

Class News 
 

SECOND AND SEVENTH GRADE ELECTION DAY 
Our second graders learned about Election Day and the electoral process.  Seventh grade students 
prepared campaigns for three “Candidates”.  They then presented their campaigns to the second grade 
and on Election Day, they voted.  Congratulations to Fromage the Cow on his presidential victory. Special 
thanks to the other candidates Bananas the Gorilla and Rockefeller the Turtle for giving a tight race. 
Thank you Ms. Reddan, Mrs. Sakoutis, and Mrs. Galiano for giving our students an experience with Civic 
Duty. 

 

Parent Associations and Club News 
 

ARTS ASSOCIATION  
Next parent Arts Association meeting is November 18th.  All parents are 
welcome to attend. 
 
PTA 
Don't forget to order your pies from our "Pie Sale".  Orders are due 
by November 13.  If you donate a pie to St. Vincent de Paul you 
receive a dress down pass. 
 
Order forms for "Pocketbook Bingo" have been sent home.  This event 
always sells out, so get your forms in ASAP.  They are due no later 
than November 13.  Also, don't forget about the raffle tickets for the 
grand prize Louis Vuitton bag.  The winner does not need to be present 
to win.  If you are available to volunteer any time to the event, please look 
for the signup genius in your email. 
 
We will be having coffee and cookies for all veterans on Monday, 
November 11 at 12:30 before mass.  Please remember that you can 
purchase a bracelet for $2.00 to keep or to donate to a soldier overseas. 

Upcoming 
Events 

 
Monday, 11/11 
Veteran's Day Celebration 
at 1:00 pm in Church, 
reception in FAL to follow 
 
Red, White and Blue Dress 
Down Day 
$2 suggested donation.  
 
Drama Club 
2:15 - 4:00 pm in Gym 
 
Pint-Size Picasso's 
2:15 - 3:30 pm in KA 
Homeroom 
 
Tuesday, 11/12 
Mini Drama Club 

 

https://jostensyearbooks.com/?REF=A05111000
http://www.virtus.org/


 

All information about Veterans Day can be found in the FYI section of the 
school website. 
 
GRACE (Growing Access to Catholic Education) 
Email: grace@stbenedictnj.org 
 
 
Yankee Candle Fundraiser - Online orders may still be placed until January 
8, 2020 at www.yankeecandlefundraising.com/store.htm and enter group 
code 990051704.  They will be shipped directly to your home. 
Each family who orders $30.00 or more will receive a Dress Down Pass. 
 

SPORTS 
 

 
The Basketball schedule has not been released yet, the first games are to 
be scheduled for the weekend of 11/16. 
 
REMINDER: Sports Physicals Mandatory, please give directly to Nurse 
Sharon.  No player can practice without it being approved. 
 
Please stay tuned for the Sports Calendar updates.   
 
Trish Hillers, Athletics Director at athletics@stbenedictnj.org 

2:15 - 3:15 pm in the 
Maker Space 
 
STEM - Be the Game 
Designer  
3:00 - 4:30 pm in Science 
Lab 
Grades 2-5 
 
Wednesday, 11/3 
School Choir  
2:15-3:15 pm in Music 
Room 
 
Thursday, 11/14 
Half Day 12:15 Dismissal 
 
Friday, 11/15 
Chess Club 
2:20 - 3:30 pm in 8A 
Homeroom 
Grades 6-8 
 
SBS Bowling League 
3:45 - 5:00 pm 
Strathmore Lanes, 
Aberdeen 
 
Youth Choir 
4:00 - 5:00 pm in Music 
Room 
 
PTA Pocketbook Bingo 
Doors open at 6 pm 
Come join us for a fun-filled 
evening to benefit the 
children of St. Benedict 
School. 
 
Doors open at 6:00 pm. See 
school website for more 
details. 
 
NOTE:  
All Club flyers are in the 
weekly packet or respective 
Club pages on the website. 

Reminders
 

● CALENDAR -  is located on the website in the main navigation tab titled “Calendar” or bookmark 
the page here: https://school.stbenedictholmdel.org/calendar-1 

● SCHOOL FACEBOOK - Facebook page for St. Benedict School is: 
https://www.facebook.com/SBSprincipal/ 

● AMAZON WISH LIST REMINDER 

 

mailto:grace@stbenedictnj.org
http://www.yankeecandlefundraising.com/store.htm
https://school.stbenedictholmdel.org/sports-calendar
mailto:athletics@stbenedictnj.org
https://school.stbenedictholmdel.org/calendar-1
https://www.facebook.com/SBSprincipal/


 

Our Amazon teacher wish list is up on Amazon Smile!  Please check it out and help our teachers 
stock up for the new school year!  Click link below: 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/KK6784K9TB49?ref_=wl_share 

Weekly Packet 
 

Please see the link below to access all of the newsletter attachments for the week. 
https://school.stbenedictholmdel.org/fyi 
 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/KK6784K9TB49?ref_=wl_share
https://school.stbenedictholmdel.org/fyi

